
 

 

 

 

 

 

JACOB BENDA 
Organist 

Biography 
 
 
Acclaimed for his virtuosity and imaginative programming, JACOB BENDA has 

been featured as a solo recitalist at universities, festivals, and cathedrals throughout 
the world. His 2025 organ dedication recital at Boğaziçi Üniversitesi in Istanbul, Turkey, 
was hailed by Itibar Haber News as a “significant contribution to Türkiye's musical 
history.” Recent highlights include performances with the Minnesota Orchestra and 
the Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra, solo recitals at Boğaziçi Üniversitesi in Istanbul, 
Turkey, Church of Divine Mercy in Kraków, Poland, Christ Church Cathedral in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, the East Texas Pipe Organ Festival, guest lectures at Yale University 
and the Pontifical University of John Paul II in Kraków, Poland, and more. Upcoming 
engagements include concerto performances with the Kenwood Symphony Orchestra 
and the University of St. Thomas Festival Orchestra, solo recitals at the Ciclo 
Internacional de Órgano Romántico in Bergara, Spain, Østerhåb Kirke in Denmark, St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic Church in Fort Wayne, Indiana, as well as a concert tour & 
commercial recording on the Centaur Label with internationally renowned violinist 
and concertmaster of the Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra, Borislava Iltcheva.  

  
Appointed in 2022 as the Organ Area Professor and Director of Sacred Music, 

Liturgy & Sacred Arts at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, Dr. Benda is 
a prominent educator, published author, editor, and organ consultant. A former Dean of 
the Twin Cities Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, he currently serves as 
President of the Ruth and Clarence Mader Memorial Scholarship Fund, based in Los 
Angeles. In 2015, he earned his Doctor of Musical Arts degree from Louisiana State 
University under the mentorship of Professor Herndon Spillman, protégé of Maurice 
Duruflé. 
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Jacob Benda, organist 
 

  
Enthusiastic about music from all eras, Dr. Benda has a special affinity for new 

music, having premiered works by Pamela Decker, James Sclater, Gary Bachlund, and 
James Callahan. The world-premiere performance of Organ Concerto No. 2 by James 
Callahan, with the composer at the podium, was broadcast in its entirety on American 
Public Media’s Pipedreams, hosted by Michael Barone – a radio program that has 
featured Jacob on over ten different episodes. Several prominent composers have 
dedicated compositions to him, including Passacaglia and Dance Variations by Pamela 
Decker, Souvenir by J. Krzysztof Grzeszczak, and Chromatic Rondo and Fugue in C 
minor by Gary Bachlund. A champion of organ and choral music by American 
composer Clarence Mader, his landmark recording, Music at Midnight, A Tonal 
Palette, Organ Music by Clarence Mader, (Centaur Label, CRC 3361), was applauded by 
the American Record Guide as "an important picture of American organ art in the 20th 
century...talented young American organist Jacob Benda performs with confident 
rhythmic stability and polished technical assurance." 

  
Highlights from past seasons include solo performances at the Church Music 

Association of America 2025 Colloquium, the 2023 American Guild of Organists North 
Central Regional Convention, the University of Arizona, the University of North Texas, 
Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut, the opening gala performance for 
the Los Angeles Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 2019-20 season, Plymouth 
Congregational Church in Seattle, Washington, and several organ dedication concerts 
throughout the United States and Poland.  

 
Jacob Benda is represented by Seven Eight Artists.​

 
 

Current as of January 2026. 
  No alterations may be made to this biography without the permission of Seven Eight Artists. 
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Jacob Benda, organist 
 

Acclaim 
 
A significant contribution to Türkiye's musical history. 
 
-Itibar Haber News 
 
 
"an important picture of American organ art in the 20th century...talented young 
American organist Jacob Benda performs with confident rhythmic stability and 
polished technical assurance." 
 
-American Record Guide 
 
 
The concert's most memorable performance was of James Callahan's Organ Concerto 
No. 2… an orchestra of top-notch Twin Cities-based musicians was kept in ideal balance 
with organ soloist Jacob Benda under Callahan's direction 
 
-Rob Hubbard, Minneapolis Star Tribune 
 
 
The organ recital by Dr. Jacob Benda was characterized by an outstanding artistic and 
technical prowess…it was filled with mature lyricism and heart-stirring subtlety.  
 
-Dr. Susi Ferfoglia, Director, Institute of Church Music 
 Pontifical University of John Paul II in Krakow 
 
 
The lecture was listened to with great engagement not only by students of the Pontifical 
University and Kryzysztof Penderecki Academy of Music in Cracow, but also by other 
lecturers representing leading European centers for teaching church music, which 
resulted in a very interesting discussion on similarities and differences in approaches 
to the education of church musicians and in understanding the role of music and its 
integral part within the liturgy of the Catholic Church. 
 
-Dr. Wieslaw Delimat, Professor, Institute of Church Music 
 Pontifical University of John Paul II in Krakow 
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Jacob Benda, organist 
 

Publications 
 
“Resounding Through the Ages: The Seven Last Words of Christ.” 
Pro Musica Sacra, volume XXI (2023), November 2023, 31-47.  
doi: https://doi.org/10.15633/pms.2103 
Benda, Jacob. 
 
Mader, Clarence. Bell Serenade. Organ Solo.  
Edited by Jacob Benda.  
Evensong Music, 2021. 
 
“Unveiling The Mystery: A Pianist’s Discovery of the Organ” 
MTNA e-Journal; Cincinnati, vol. 10, no. 1, Sept. 2018, 14-21.  
Benda, Jacob. 
 
 
Upcoming Publications 
 
Mader, Clarence. Four Motets. SATB Choir  
Edited by Jacob Benda. Evensong Music, 2024. 
 
Mader, Clarence. Afternoon of a Toad. Organ Solo,  
Edited by Cherry Rhodes and Jacob Benda. Evensong Music, 2024. 
 
“Resounding Through the Ages: The Seven Last Words and Triumph of Christ, a 
Music-theological Perspective of Pamela Decker’s Timeless Work for Organ Solo.” 
Benda, Jacob. The American Organist, March 2024 Issue.  
 
“A Pipeline to Heaven: The Installation of the New Lewtak Pipe Organ at the St. John 
Vianney Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota.” 
Benda, Jacob. The American Organist, June 2024 Issue. 
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Jacob Benda, organist 
 

In the Press 
 
Poland Tour Video Sample 

 
UST Chapel Arts Series Article 

 
Star Tribune Article – AGO Regional Convention 

 
Baton Rouge Tour 

 
Organ Consultant – New Organ at St. John Vianney Seminary 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYf0faSLHho
https://thecatholicspirit.com/news/local-news/ust-kicks-off-year-three-of-its-chapel-arts-series/
https://www.startribune.com/review-north-central-american-guild-of-organists-convention-features-11-concerts-over-four-days/600287515/
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/entertainment_life/master-organist-will-give-2-concerts-this-week-and-other-area-arts-news/article_07b49e40-9e4c-11ec-bd5b-3f79dc31da0f.html
https://news.stthomas.edu/pipeline-to-heaven/
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